Journal to Stella

LETTER XXVI

Jane,34 just growing a top toast. I have been endeavouring
to save Sir Matthew Dudley, but fear I cannot. I walkt
the Mall six times to-night for exercise, and would have
done more; but as empty as the town is, a fool got hold
of me, and so I came home, to tell you this shall go
to-morrow, without fail, and follow you to Wexford, like
a dog.
19, Dean Atterbury sent to me to dine with him at
Chelsea: I refused his coach, and walkt, and am come
back by seven, because I would finish this letter, and some
others I am writing. Patrick tells me, the maid says one
Mr. Walls, a clergyman, a tall man, was here to visit me.
Is it your Irish archdeacon? I shall be sorry for it; but
I shall make a shift to see him seldom enough, as I do
Dilly. What can he do here? or is it somebody else? The
duke of Newcastle is dead by the fall he had from his
horse.3* God send poor Stella her health, and keep MD
happy. Farewel, and love Presto, who loves MD above
all things ten million of times. God bless the dear Wex-
ford girls. Farewel again, &c. &c.
LETTER XXVII
[THURSDAY]                               London, July 19, 1711.
I HAVE just sent my 26th, and have nothing to say,
because I have other letters to write; (pshaw, I began too
high) but I must lay the beginning like a nest-egg; to-
34  Jane, elder daughter of the Earl of Rochester was married, 27
Nov.   1718,  to  William Capel, third Earl of Essex.   Her younger
sister,  Catherine,  became the famous  Duchess of ^Queensberry, the
patron of Gay, the correspondent of Swift, the friend of Congrcrc^
Prior, Pope, and other men of letters. She and her sister are joinlfy cele-
brated in *The Female Phaeton*, which has been ascribed fc> Prior bfct
may be by Simon Harcourt.
35   John Holies, 1662-1711, Duke of Newcastle^ 1bsd beem LOR! Pn?j
Seal since 1705. He died, 15 July 1711, from a MLoShfetosewifle^
stag-hunting.   His only daughter married Edwrani Lead Hadefrtfee Ear*
of Oxford's son (p. 407 n.15)*
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